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Dear Shri Jaitely j i .

I wouid iike tc draw 1;our kind atteniion to my predecessor's D.O. letter oi even ne.
dafed 79.03,2014 (copy encloseC) adc.lressed to the then Finance Minister regarding exemption
oi Railway empioyees appointed on or after 01.01.2004 frcm the puryiew of National pensicn
Syslem (l.lPS).

The recognized Railway Federation (llFIR) & AiRF) harre been cienanding for quite
sometime seeking exempiion of railway employees from llPS by drarruing a parailel wilh the
nafure of duties pericrmed by the Ar:med Forces, who are nol covered undei' NpS. Their
contention is that railway empioyees are required to work in inhospitable conditions, braving
exti'erne weather, unfriendly law and order scenario and inherent risks associated with the
Railway Operations itself round the clock throuEhout the year. As in the case of Armed Forces,
many railway officiais have to stay away from their families for long period of time while
n a r F n ' m i ^ ^  A ' , t - i ^ ^  i ^  - - ^ ^ ^  , ^ , L ^ - ^  ^ . J ^ ^ . , ^ L ^  c - - : t : L : ^ -perlcrmlng oulles in dreds wnere aoequate faci l i t ies are not available. Raiiways is an
operational organizaiicn required to run round the ciock throughout the year irrespective of
ureathei- conditions. The duties of Railway employees are not only critical and complex but also
hazardous bt t inres.

Though Ministry of Finance (Department oi Financial Services) vide their letter CaieC
15.05'2015 (copy enclosed) have nct aEreed ' to the proposal Lo exenrpt the rai lwaymen
appoinled on or after 01.01.2014 from the purview ol NFS, it is feit-that there is stronq merit in
reconsideration of the proposal.

The RaiiWay Federations are persistently raising their demand in various fora foi-
withdrawal of NPS in respect oi railway employees. The Federatioirs are also resenting against
the noiice issued by National Pension System Trust (NFS Trust) to all fhe subscribers undei-,
NPS that the Trust urill start recovering fee/charge @ 0.010,/rof the Assei Un|er i\'lanagemenl'
(AUtq) on daily accrual basis to neet i ts expenditure w,e,f. 01.11,2015.
. In view of forgoing, may I request you to kindly have a relook into the case

sympathelicaily and cons;der favourably ihe demand of the Railwair Federaiions to exempt
railway employees from the purv-ie't.of NpS.
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(Sur,esh Pi 'nbhn)
Shri Arun Jaiiely,
fvlinister oi Finance, \
Gevernme,nl of India,
North Blcck,
l \ lew Deih i -110001.
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