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The Secretary (E),
Raiiway Board,
New Delhi
Dear Sir,

Sub: Retired Employees Llberalized Health Scheme (RELHS-97) membership denied to
the widows of retired Railway employees-reg.

Ref: Railway Board's letter No. 2}lIlWz9lllp__ttt Cout Case dated 31/0512012.

Kind attention of Railway Board is invited to the instructions issued vide letter dated
3ll5l20l2 wherein pre-2009 retirees were permitted to join RELHS-97 without any restriction, which
obviously cover widows of pre-2009 retirees. Cases are being brought by our affiliated Unions that
those widows of pre March 2009 retfuees, whose spouse did not opt to join the Scheme even after
retirement and subsequently died, are denied the membership in the RELHS-97 stating that the cases

of retired employees who failed to become members of the Scheme and died, their widows are not
covered under Board's instructions dated 31/0512012. Federation cites the example of JaipurDivision
of North Western Railway where Administration has denied membership to the widows of pre March
2009 retirees for joining the RELHS-97 Scheme though no such restriction has been laid down by the
Railway Board in its order dated 31/0512012. Federation apprehends that similar might be situation
on other Divisions/ZoneslUnits.

NFIR, therefore, requests the Railway Board to kindly consider the above and issue suitable
clarification to the ZoneslPUs etc.,that the widows of pre March 2009 retirees whose spouse did not
opt for RELHS-97 after their retirement until their death are entitled to join RELHS-97 Scheme. A
copy of the instructions issued may be endorsed to the Federation.

(Dr. M.
General Secreta

Copy forwarded to the Director General (RHS), Railway Board, Pragati Maidan, Metro Bhavan,
Tilak Bridge, New Delhi for information and necessary action please.

Qopy to the President, NFIR at Jaipur.

\-/CopV to the General Secretaries of affiliated Unions ofNFIR.
Media CentreAiFIR.
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